
The first and most important rule is if it is too cold for you to be outside, then it is too cold for your 
dog or cat to be outside for prolonged periods of time.  Yes, they have fur.  But through the 
domestication process we changed animals’ coats drastically. Therefore, they no longer protect 
your pet in cold weather the way a wolf’s coat could. 

If you care for an animal that must spend time outside make 
sure it has shelter from wind and moisture.  Clean, dry straw 
provides better insulation then bedding made from 
traditional materials.  And you must make sure their water 
source does not freeze.

Don’t let your dogs run loose where there are                                                                           
frozen bodies of water.  Falling through the ice is as dangerous for animals as it is for humans.

Even for pets that spend most of the time 
indoors, winter poses other threats.  Sidewalk 
and road de-icers can contain chemicals that 
are dangerous if ingested.  If you are walking 
your dogs where they are likely to be exposed  
to these chemicals, wipe or rinse their feet  
when you return home. Or, invest in dog 
booties. These will protect paws from sharp ice, 
snow build-up and dangerous chemicals.

Anti-freeze tastes sweet but is deadly.  Make sure your pet never has access to this chemical.  
And when you shop, take the time to buy the pet-safe varieties.  The same goes for purchasing 
sidewalk salt.  Making humane choices protects both pets and wildlife. 

If you park outside, take a 
second to knock on the hood of 
your car before getting in and 
turning it on.  Cats crawl onto 
engines seeking heat and 
protection from the wind.  They 
can be hurt or killed if the motor 
is started.  A quick knock gives 
them a chance to escape. 
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